Oxford and its Story

a square cap with a tuft on the top, from which is
descended our cap with its tassel. Doctors of the
superior faculties differentiated themselves by wearing
a biretta (square cap) or pilea (round) as well as
cappas, of bright hues, red, purple or violet. Gascoigne,
indeed, in his theological dictionary, declares that this
head-dress was bestowed by God himself on the
Doctors of the Mosaic Law. Whatever its origin, 4
the round velvet cap with coloured silk ribbon, came
to be, and still is, the peculiar property of the Doctors
of Law and Medicine.

The Oxford gowns of the present day have little
resemblance to their mediaeval prototypes. For the
ordinary undergraduate or " commoner" to-day,
academical dress, which must be worn at lectures, in
chapel, in the streets at night, and on all official
occasions, consists of his cap, a tattered " mortar-
board," and a gown which seems a very poor relation
of the original clerical garb. The sleeves have gone,
and the length; only two bands survive, and a little
gathering on the shoulders, and this apology for a
gown is worn as often as not round the throat as a
scarf, or carried under the arm.

Some years ago it was a point of honour with every
undergraduate to wear a cap which was as battered
and disreputable as possible. Every freshman seized
the first opportunity to break the corners of his
"mortar-board" and to cut and unravel the tassel.
Yet once the tufted biretta, when it was the badge of
mastership, was much coveted by undergraduates.
First, they obtained the right'of wearing a square
cap, without a tassel, like those still worn by the
choristers of Oxford colleges, and then they were
granted the use of a tassel. The tufc in the case of
the gentlemen commoners took the foim of a golden
tassel. Snobs who cultivated the society of these
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